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I would like to thank all of you for béing here today to share my Bar
Mitzvah with me. I would particularly like to thank my mother and father for the
help, guidance, and love they have given me. 1 am very happy that my
grandmother could travel from Los Angeles to be with me today and share in the
celebration. I am sorry that Zaida Pollack was not well enough to make the trip
from New Jersey. I hope he will be able to join us for Passover as he has in the
past. Ialso know that Grandma Pollack is looking down at us today and
shepping nachas. It is especially sad that my grandaunt, Esther, whose first
Yarzheit we observe this Thursday night, is not with us today. She spent every
Thanksgiving with us, so we feel her absence even more strongly. I would like to
thank Cantor Dean and Sam Polack for helping me prepare for my Bar Mitzvah.
We have all survived.

Finally, the Parsha this week deals with the conflict between Joseph and
his brothers. I am lucky that no such problems exist between my brothers and
myself. While selling some of them into slavery might seem like an attractive
idea at times, it is not something I wouldsever seriously consider. I am glad that
they are all here to celebrate my Bar Mitzvah. | l

The parsha this week, Vayeshev, teaches us many important lessons about
our relationships with our family, the world around us, and with Hashem. It shows
how life's challenges can transform people into truly heroic human beings.

The conflict between Joseph and his brothers has a message for both sides.
Joseph needed to learn humility. It is obvious from the Chumash that Joseph was
a special person. The problem was that it was also too obvious to Joseph. It was
not kind or wise for Joseph to remind his brothers repeatedly of his gifts. He
needed to learn that such talents are not a sign of superiority, but are special
gifts from Hashem. Hashem gives these gifts for specific reasons, not because
these people are inherently better than others. It was only through the suffering
and humiliation of slavery and imprisonment that Joseph learned this important
lesson. When Pharaoh summons Joseph from prison to interpret his dreams, he
states that he is not responsible for being able to interpret dreams. He has
learned that the interpretations come from Hashem. He proclaims G-d's presence
at all times and his power.
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The 10 brothers also have much to learn. When a person has special
capabilities, it is also the responsibility of the people around himpiiger to gy
understand the source and reason for these gifts, a#@lll. A person should not be
jealous of another person's talents, because they have been given to that person for
reason. Joseph's brothers also needed to learn tolerance. Sometimes people who
brag and are pushy are hard to take. They can be annoying and aggravating,
especially if you have to live with them. Joseph's brothers needed to realize that
Joseph was younger than they, and had mére to learn. They needed to learn that
Joseph's haughtiness did not diminish their own importance and talents. In fact,
Joseph's behavior only reflected badly on Joseph. Even Jacob, who usually
overindulged his youngest son, recognized this flaw in Joseph's character, as the

Torah says " Vi-ahaisshessametdssslivar---His father observed the matter."
AT D INE A

Joseph also learned an important lesson in maintaining his identity and
his values. In Egypt he was surrounded by the vice and corruption of that society.
He became comfortable with the Egyptian way of life living in luxury as an
overseer. He did not appreciate the unreal nature of the power placed in his
hands. He forgot his slavery. He forgot that he was a son of Abraham. He became
more attached to the values of his master than to the Torah. His disgust for the
Egyptian idols, for slavery, and his repulsion for their sexual practices began to
diminish. He was on the verge of spiritual disaster. At the last moment he saw
his father's face in front of him, and remembered his father's love and teaching.
This vision gave him the strength and resolve to run from Potiphar's wife. By
being tested and meeting the challenge, his dedication to the teachings of the
Torah was strengthened.

Yehudah also undergoes a great transformation. When the brothers
conspire against Joseph, he does not have the strength of character and wisdom to
insist on doing the right thing, that the brothers return Joseph to his father.
Instead, he choges a weak path, selling Joseph as a slave. He is afraid of facing
his brothers' anger, and gives up his leadership role. Insteadjhe follows what he
thinks are the wisheof his brothers. After they sell Joseph, his brothers feel
regret and guilt. They turn on Yehudah and blame him. He is hounded away from
his home and moves away from his brothers. He marries and has three sons. He
loses two of his sons and learns first hand the paip he caused his own father. He
is afraid that he will lose his third son if he allows him to marry Tamar, and puts
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it off. He again tries to avoid a clear decision, promising Tamar that she will
marry Shailah, but avoiding putting this plan into action. Instead he goes off to
tend his sheep. Again, his lack of decisiveness leads to disaster, and his sinful
relationship with Tamar. These events, however, transform him into a strong, ~——
clear thinking-arfd brave leader. Later, in parshat Vayigash he faces Joseph, the
second most powerful man in the most powerful nation on earth. He asks that
Joseph take himself as a slave rather than Benjamin, to spare his father Jacob
and to keep his word. He takes charge and shows great courage. As Rashi states
"Sheh dibear Ailove kashot" that Yehudah spoke to Joseph harshly. Yehudah had
. indeed become the lion of Israel.

73\(’/? 1'dlc VA3 ]

o 7 All the evénfs of this Parsha, however, have one underlying lesson - one
underlying theme. This lesson is that no matter what happens, no matter what
bad things befall us, everything happens for a reason - everything eventually
leads to a positive result. Without the lessons learned in slavery and jail, Joseph
would not have learned the humility, self controband reverence for Hashem that
changed him from a child prodigy to a great leader. His brothers would not have
learned the importance of family and tolerance without selling Joseph, and
experiencing their own guilt and seeing their father's pain. Yehudah would not
have become a courageous and insightful leader. On a greater scale, Egypt would
not have been able to provide food for all the starving people during the famine.
On an even grander scale, the development of the Jewish people in Eqypt through
slavery and then through the miracle of the going out of Egypt and the crossing of
the Red Sea would not have occurred. The eventual fulfillment of the covenant
would not have come to pass. As Joseph tells his brothers, "So, now, it was not you
who sent me here to Egypt, but Hashem."

1 hope that I remember this important lesson from my Bar Mitzvah parsha.
Even when bad things and hardships happen to us, there is a reason. We should
look for the positive lessons, try to be good people, and maintain our faith in
Hashem, wé;E:gome a positive part of his plan. Our lives become more meaningful
and we become the better person He wants us to be.

Good Shabbos.




